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an individual therefore different from every other bird, and there- 
fore representing, in its individual capacity, some line of varia- 
tion, it will be impossible to determine the ultimate variations in 
ornithological classification until the last individual bird has 
been critically examined. Manifestly this is a logical reasoning. 
It is possible, however, to place a limit upon the extent to which 
variation shall be recognized in classification. It may be safe to 
assume that in any well-defined region of limited extent, where 
practically all conditions are the same throughout this region, 
that there will be no variation worthy of notice among the spe- 
cies inhabiting it. But of course there will be a degree of varia- 
tion. If, as the author argues, we must go into these slight indi- 
vidual variations, then his argument that all birds are doomed 
stands out clearly. 

We are pleased to note that the author does not place the ban 
upon killing birds for any purpose whatsoever. He recognizes 
the claims of those who are pursuing lines of original investiga- 
tion, but limits the privilege to those persons. His argument, 
therefore, has the more weight for this conservative attitude. 
We believe that the time when collecting for the sake of building 
up a small private collection for selfish purposes, with no notion 
of making a contribution to our knowledge of birds by means of 
that collection, lies in the past. We have outgrown that. 

While the author assumes an extreme attitude toward those 
who kill birds for "scientific" purposes in general, we believe the 
note of warning is not wholly out of place, and should be one of 
the influences for checking the tendency to unduly reduce the 
bird life of the country.— L. J. 

Birds of North and Middle America. By Robert Bidgway. 
Part I. Fringillidse. United States National Museum, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 1901. 

It is a pleasure to record the appearance of a book which treats 
of the Fringillidse of the whole of North America, and to note 
that it is but the first of its kind. When those which are to fol- 
low are finished, we shall have, for the first time, the whole North 
American bird fauna. The check-list of North American birds 
has always been misleading to the uninitiated. The unfortunate 
necessity of putting limitations upon a well-defined geographical 
region has, of course, been manifest, but we trust that this neces- 
sity may be disappearing with the better facilities of travel and 
the greater activities of naturalists. 

This volume of 715 pages, and some 30 pages of prefatory mat- 
ter, supplemented by 20 admirably executed plates illustrating 
the heads, wings, tail and feet of type species, is one of the most 
important books upon birds published. It fitly opens the new cen- 
tury as a most important work. 

This volume is concerned with a single family, the Fringillidse 
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(sparrows, finches, etc.), and the "attempt is made to describe 
every species and sub-species, or definable form, of bird found 
on the continent of North America, from the arctic districts to 
the western end of the Isthmus of Panama, together with those 
of the West Indies and other islands of the Caribbean Sea (ex- 
cept Trinidad and Tobago), and the Galapagos Archipelago ; in- 
troduced and naturalized species being included, as well as acci- 
dental or casual visitors." 

The list includes 389 species and sub-species. Of these 389, up- 
wards of 230 are given three scientific names. The increase of tri- 
nomials over previous lists and catalogues is partly due to the 
extension of the application of trinomialism to each member of 
a group in which a trinomial occurs, instead of distinctly separ- 
ating off the type form by using for that one the binominal name. 
This practice is entirely logical, but we cannot but deplore its 
adoption into a system which is already too cumbersome. Fur- 
thermore, it seems almost an introduction to a system of further 
multiplication of scientific names to the quadrinomial or nth 
power. We cannot overlook the fact that there are intergrada- 
tions between species and higher and lower groups also, but it 
seems entirely feasible and sane to place a limit upon what shall 
be called a recognizable form by determining what that limit is 
from a practical standpoint. It makes no practical difference 
whether the particular Cardinal in question is a Cardlnalis car- 
dlnalis cardinalo-JUvridanus, or a Cardlnalis cardlnalis fluridano-car- 
dlnalls. Furthermore, the adoption of an ultra scientific sys- 
tem which can be used only by the expert in color values and 
careful measurements of many specimens, is divorcing the scien- 
tific from the practical. Science can lay claim to recognition, in 
these enlightened days, only by its contribution to the welfare of 
the largest possible number of people. We no longer have use 
for a science which is wholly for scientists. There is a middle 
ground between the scientific and popular which is both accurate 
and understandable. 

The author's name is sufficient guaranty of the accuracy and 
completeness of the work. The bibliographical references alone 
almost stagger us with their suggestion of the work involved. 
Add to this the time and work involved in the examination of 
specimens in the National Museum and other collections to which 
he trad access, and some conception of what this volume repre- 
sents of work and study may be obtained. We trust that the 
author's life may be spared to complete what has been under- 
taken, and of which this is the first of eight volumes. 

The difficulty involved in beginning this series with the high- 
est instead of the lowest group in the contemplated series, does 
not seem great when it is known that the nomenclature followed 
is that of the A. O. U. If, as we have reason to hope, this nomen- 
clature will again be revised so that we may have a wholly logi- 
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ical catalogue instead of one thrown together with little reference 
to logical sequences below the higher groups, the question of no- 
menclature or sequence would be the same wherever the begin- 
ning should be made. 

The author has the hearty thanks of all who have the interests 
of a more comprehensive literature relating to the birds of this 
continent at heart. There is no "Imperialism" involved in the 
invasion of Mexico and the Central American States for ornith- 
ological research.— L. J. 
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